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To: Antigonish Town Council 

From: Planning Staff (EDPC)  

Date: February 14, 2022 

Reference: Planning Advisory Committee Recommendations  

 
Planning Advisory Committee made the following motion related to the attached staff report:  

Motion 

The following motion was moved and seconded “That the Planning Advisory Committee 
recommends to Town Council to approve the proposed amendment to the Town of Antigonish 
Municipal Planning Strategy and Land-Use By-law to redesignate the portion of the lands 
designated Community Use of the property identified as PID 01228782, to the Higher Order 
Residential Neighbourhood designation. Also, that Council approves the rezoning of the same 
lands from the Open Space (OS) Zone to the Higher Order Residential Neighbourhood (RN-2) 
Zone and; 

That Council give First Reading and set a Public Hearing date.” Motion Carried 

Omnibus Amendments:  

Also at the February 14, 2022 Planning Advisory Committee staff discussed a number of Omnibus 
amendments with the Committee. District Planning Commission staff have been administering 
the documents since they came into effect May 7, 2020 and keeping track of areas where the 
documents could be revised. These include minor amendments to definitions and adding 
consistency between policy and by-law provisions. 

The three omnibus Amendments include: 

1) Height: Replacing an absolute height definition with a mid-height definition. This 
amendment uses the definition of height which was in the old planning documents. 

2) Number of Building on a Lot: Removing the “Notwithstanding any other provision in the 
by-law” to ensure that the total number of dwelling units in multiple buildings conforms 
to the zone standards.  

3) Restrictions on Permitted uses within the Moderate Risk Floodplain (MF) Overlay Zone: 
Bringing the land use by-law provision inline with the Policy. The policy states: “Council 
shall regulate the following through the Moderate Risk Floodplain (MF) Overlay Zone, 
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including but not limited to: a) Requiring flood proofing for all main structures; and the 
prohibition of basements within the 1:100-year flood frequency area. b) Maximum lot 
coverage permitted where development is to occur. c) The alteration of land levels and the 
removal or placement of topsoil.” While the by-law extended this provision to accessory 
buildings. The amendment removes the floodproofing requirements for accessory 
buildings (sheds and garages) so long as they are not used for the storage of chemicals or 
petrochemicals or as accessory dwelling units. 

All three omnibus amendments (attached) received approval by consensus from PAC to be 
forwarded to Council for first reading and to have a public hearing scheduled.   

 

   



A BY-LAW TO AMEND THE LAND USE BY-LAW  
FOR THE MUNICIPALITY OF THE TOWN OF ANTIGONISH 

 
The Land Use By-law for the Town of Antigonish, is hereby amended as follows: 

1) By deleting in its entirety, the definition of “Height” from Part 3 “Definitions” of the By-law: 

Height means the vertical distance between the established grade and the highest point of the 
roof and shall not include any accessory roof construction used as an ornament or the mechanical 
operation of the building such as a mechanical penthouse, a chimney, tower, cupola, steeple, 
antenna, or solar panels. 
 
And replacing it with the following definition and diagrams: 

Height means the vertical distance of a building between the established grade and 

a) the highest point of the roof surface or the parapet, whichever is the greater, of a flat roof; 

b)  the deck line of a mansard roof; 

c) the mean level between the eaves and the ridge of a gabled hip, gambrel or other type of 
pitched roof; 

but shall not include any construction used as ornament or for the mechanical operation of the 
building, a mechanical penthouse, chimney, tower, cupola or steeple. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) By deleting it its entirety Subsection “7.5.2 Number of Building on a Lot”  

Notwithstanding any other provision in this By-law, up to 3 buildings may be permitted on a lot in 
the Higher Order Residential (RN-2) Zone, except for Carriage Court and Urban Cottage 
Developments, in which case this provision may be exceeded. 

And replacing it with the following: 

7.5.2 Number of Buildings on a Lot 

The total number of dwelling units in the Higher Order Residential (RN-2) Zone may be permitted 
in up to 3 buildings on a lot subject to the zone requirements, except for Carriage Court and Urban 
Cottage Developments, in which case this provision may be exceeded. 



3) By amending Subsection “11.3.2 Restrictions on Permitted Uses” by removing text in 
strikethrough and adding text in bold: 

11.3.2 Restrictions on Permitted Uses 
In the Moderate Risk Floodplain (MF) Overlay Zone, permitted uses shall include all uses permitted 
in the underlying zone with the following exceptions: 
a)  Residential institutions, high importance institutions or post-disaster buildings (such as 

hospitals), senior citizen homes, homes for special care and similar facilities where flooding 
could pose a significant threat to the safety of residents if evacuation became necessary; and 

b)  Any use associated with the warehousing or the production of hazardous materials;  
c) Garden or Garage suites not floodproofed in accordance with clause 11.3.3(b) below; and 
d) Accessory building used for the storage of petroleum or chemical products.  

By amending Subsection “11.3.3 Floodproofing” by removing the following text from the first 
line immediately following the wording “All new main…”: 

and accessory 
 

 

 

This is to certify that the resolution of which this is a true 
copy, was passed at a duly called meeting of the 
Municipal Council of the Town of Antigonish held on the: 

____ day of ____________ 2022. 

Given under the hand of the Municipal Clerk and under 
the corporate seal of the Municipality this:  

____ day of ____________ 2022. 

 

 

Mr. Jeffrey Lawrence, CAO 

 




